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815. oe 
S ſoon as I was prevail'd with to 
ſaffer this Sermon to appear abroad, 


nour of adareſſing Toa. 


The Influence which Religion and Virtne 


have upon the Happineſs of Mankind, in a 
Private and in 4 Social Character, is 4 con- 
ſderable Part of the Argument this Diſcourſe 
treats upon: And the large Share of Happi- 
neſs, which by theſe Principles and Meaſures 


of Conduct jou conſtantly impart, at once gives 


Strength and Evidence to its Truth, and 
makes appear to all that have the Satisfaction 


of being acquainted with you, the Fitneſs of 


my Choice. 

As to the Performance which I humbly offer 
to your candid Judgment, if it bears but 4 
good Proportion to the Dignity and Uſeful- 


neſs of its Subject, I cannot doubt but it will 


receive from Jou 4 kind Entertainment: And 
it is no more agreeable to my own Inclination, 


A 2 than 


I determin d to do my ſelf the Ho. 


The DEDICATION, 
than Tour Conſtant and unbiaſed Afection tg 
Truth, that any Favour ſhou d be expreſid to 
it barely for the Author's Sake. | | 
I know it 16 4 Principle generally recein'd, 
that Writers are fond of their own Perform- 
ances, I can ſincerely ſay, that unleſs this 
Production does bear a Reſemblance of Truth, 
I defire no kind Regard to be expreſs'd to it: 

Bat if it does, tho it may want that Strength 
and Beauty nhich a more Maſterly Hand might 
have given it, I cannot but conceive Hopes 
(how inſenſibly do I flide into 4 little Affection 
to it?) that Tow, Sir, will take it under Tour 
favourable Patronage. == 
It is however no little Satisfaction to me, 
that this gives me the Opportunity of aſſuring 
Joa, that with the greateſt Reſpect I am, 
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SIR, 


e Jour moſt Humble, and 


; hs Moſt Obedient Servant, 


_ Jzz. Hunt. 
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0 that they were wiſe, that the) 
: under flood this, that they would 
conſider their latter End ! 


4 HE Words that I have read, are 
part of the excellent Song that 
Moſes, the wiſe Lawgiver of the 
| Jews, approaching near his End, 
deliver'd to the Children of 1/7ae]. In the iſt 

Verſe, having call'd Angels and Men to bear 
witneſs, or by an elegant Figure of Speech, 
the Heavens and the Earth, which ſhould 
remain and continue after him ſhortly to 
be remov'd from them, and be the Inſtru- 
ments that God would uſe to expreſs his Re- 
ſentments, if they diſobey'd his Laws, in or- 
der to awaken more effectually their Atten- 
tion, in the 2d Verſe offers up a Prayer: Let 
my doctrine (for ſo the Words may be render'd) 
drop as the rain, and my ſpeech diſtill as the dew, s 
the ſhower upon the herbs, and as the great rain upon 
the graſs ; and in the 3d Verſe declares the 
Argument of his Song, I will publiſh the Name 
HF the Lord: aſcribe ye greatneſs to our God. 
The Preface being finiſh'd, the Song be- 
gins Verſe the 4th ; He is the Rock, the firſt 
Principle and Cauſe of all things; bis work 4 
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Gen.. 31. 
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perfect, no Flaw, or Defect therein. And 
Ged Jaw all that be had made, d bebold 1 
was very good. And his Providence is alike 
compleat ; For all bis ways are judgment, a God 
of Truth, and without iniquity, juſt and right is he, 
In the 5th Verſe he makes an Appeal to 
them : Did he, viz. God, do any hurt to him, 
i. e. Iſrael? No; his Children are their Blot; 
aud all the Evil that befals them, is the Fruit 
of their Impiety and Wickedneſs. (For to 
this rendering the Original Text does * lead.) 
In the 6th Verſe he does expoſtulate with 


Comment. them: Do ye ſo reward the Lord, O fooliſh People, 


and unwiſe? Is not be thy Father that hath bought 
thee ? Hath he not made thee, and eftabliſhed thee ? 
| In the following Part of the Song, from 
the 7th to the 15th, Moſes, recommending to 
them the calling to their Minds, the Favours, 
God, in his kind Providence had conferr'd up- 
on them, by the Aid of thoſe amongſt them, 
that were the moſt advanced in Years; 're- 
counts in 2 moſt elegant Style, and with 
beautiful Metaphors, the many and diſtin- 
guiſhing Bleflings, God had indulg'd to them. 
Remember the Days of old, &c. Run far back- 
wards into Ages paſt, and you will find the 
Divine Affection to you, to have an early 
Date. When he parcell'd out the Earth, as 
the rightful Sovereign of it, to the Children 
of Men, You came into his kind Thoughts ; 
and were his Portion, and the Lot of his In- 
heritance. In a wild and frightful Deſart he 
choſe You to be his People, inſtructed and 
ted Yon on, and guarded You with a Care 
equal to that, which is expreſs'd to the Ap- 
ple of the Eye. The Eagles, that are _ 
1 | ; or 


tor 2 tender Concern for their Young, to in- 
ſtruct and ſupport them for their Flight, are 
a lively Image of God's Care and Regard to 
You ; for whom he has likewiſe made the 
moſt rich and ample Proviſion. 
From the 15th Verſe to the 19h, he gives a 
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melancholy Deſcription of the .ungrateful. 


Returns, the I/raclites made to God their: 
great BenefaRor, and the heinous Sins they. - 
were guilty of. But Feſhurun. waxed fat and 
kicked ; growing wancon, like the thoughtleſs, 
Herd, fed high and pamper'd : They, for- 
ſaking the God that made them, minted ne.] 
Gods, and offer'd their Sacrifices to them, 
Gods, whole Beginnings were eaſily trac d ; 
unknown to, as well as unfear'd by, theic 
Pious Fathers. Ts | : 
From the 19th Verſe to the 28th, He, by 
q Prophetick Spirit opens a diſmal Scene; a 
Scene ſo full of Horror, as by an attentive 
View, is ſufficient to excite Dread in Minds 
the moſt ſtupid : And the Lord ſaw it and was 
angry, and ſaid, a Fire is kindled in my Wrath, 
and. ſhall burn to the loweſt Hell. I will. heap. 
Miſchiefs upon them, I will ſpend my Arrows upon 
them, &c. Vet. 28. For they are a Nation void 
of Counſel, neither is there any Underſtanding in 
them, And in the Words I have read like a 
Governor, who is as well kind as wiſe, he 
expreſſes his warm and ardent Wiſh ; Ob that 
they were wiſe, that they would underſtand this, 
that they would confider their latter End! In 
diſcourſing upon them [I ſhall 


I. Endeavour to give you the true Senſe, 
and Meaning of them. Rb 
Rigg 5 II. Make 
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A Sermon Predcl/d before the Sotietits 
II. Make an Application ſuitable, and 
proper to our preſent Occaſion. _ 


I. To give you the true Senſe, and Mean- 

ing of the Words, Ob! that they were wiſe ! 
The Character of Wiſdom lies in diſcern- 
ing clearly, wherein our true Intereſt and 
Happineſs, and the true Intereſt and Hap- 
pineſs of others, does conſiſt, and in a con- 
ſtant and reſolute Proſecution of it. The 
wiſe Man, finding in himſelf a ſtrong In- 
clination to be happy, apprehends this to 
be a Principle plac'd in his Nature by the 
Author of it, with a deſign to puſh him on 
to a vigorous purſuit after it. And ſince 
his Maker has endued him with a Power to 
ſee how far the various. Beings, that ſur- 
round him, influence to his Happineſs or 
Milery ; he is reſolv'd, in the beſt manner 
he can, to make uſe of it for this Purpoſe, 
And thus ſetting out, he calmly conſiders 
his own Make; that he has Thought that 
gives him the Pleaſure or Pain that appears 
to be diſtinct from what ariſes from the Bo- 
dy. He takes into his View the Compaſs 
and Extent of Happineſs he is capable of 
enjoying, and fails not of giving due Weight 
to what is future. The Concern of Happi- 
neſs to him appears to be too near and touch- 
ing to be purſu'd in haſte, and with Preci- 
pitancy. He is therefore with Reaſon timo- 
rous of being miſled by falſe Lights. And fince 
he is ſenſible that he receiv'd his Being from 
| God, he carefully attends to the Views, which 
the Divine Being by Reaſon or Revelation 
has open'd to him to dire& him in his Deſign. 
5 Aſſiſted 


' 


yy 


fer the Reformation of "Manners. > *» 9 


leaving God, Who created him, our of his 


Thoughts in the purſuit of Happineſs, that 
he is convinc'd to be well with him, whoſe . . 
Power and Goodneſs are unlimited, is the 

beſt and moſt neceſſary Way both to gain 

and ſecure it. And when other Beings tha 

are around him, make their Court to renden 
him happy, he is careful to view them n 
all Sides, to weigh conſiderately the Degree 

of Pleaſure or Intereſt (which are otherWords _ 

to expreſs Happineſs by) that they are fitted 

to impart ; and if they are capable of givit 
him a- SatisfaRion of a little Nature and 
ſhore Continuance, and at the ſame time hurt 
him in a greater and a more important In- 
tereſt, and make him run the Riſque of 4 
long and wing Miſery, he reſolutely with - / 
Indignation diſcards and rejects them. In 
2 word, the Moment of Things, as referring 
to his Happineſs, or the contrary, is atten 
tively regarded by him, and the Balance 
determines his Conduct. Led by theſe Prin- --- 


ciples, he comes to know at once wherein 


his own Happineſs, and the Happineſs of 
others, does really conſiſt, and accordingly 
1 VVV 
The contrary to this, enters into the Cha- 
racter of a weak Perſon. _ 1 
He is one that does not regard the Mind, 
or take in the peculiar Satisfaction or Un- 
eaſineſs, which that is capable of feeling, to 
the Scheme of Happineſs he forms to him- 


ſelf. He is ſo far from conſidering the Ex- 
tent of Happineſs he is capable of, that he 


is deſirous of no other, than what is within 
the narrow Limits of To and Body. * 
tne 


Revieu of which, I mu 
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the Things that are at a diftance, and re. 


mote, from him, (tho' the Frame of Cauſes 
and Effects that the: wiſe God has ſettled 
muſt firft ceaſe or be varied before their 
actual Being can be prevented) in proportion 
7 in his Account, and have but little 

eight with him. He is ſo diſinclin'd to 


attend to the Advantages God by Reaſon 
and Revelation has afforded him in the pur- 


ſuic of Happineſs, that he takes up with any 
falſe Light. Tho' he lives and moves, and 
hes his Being in God, he is ſo weak as to 


leagve him entirely out of his Thoughts, 


unleſs ſome ſad Incident of his Life forces 
the unwelcome Thought upon him. He is 
ſo'far from weighing the Moment of other 
Objects as they ſtand related to his Happi- 
neſs in different Proportions, with cool and 


fleliberate Reflection, that he is in pain till 


gratifies a preſent Inclination whatever 
the Conſequences of it. He willingly 
ts go the Good that is not ſenſible, tho' of 
the higheſt Importance, and capable of giv- 
ing the greateſt Delight in the Review, for 


n 


A preſent deluſive Satisfaction, that in the 


Reflection occaſions to the Mind Uneaſineſs 
and Chagrin. The Pourtraiture might be 


drawn to a greater Length, but it turns ſo 


much to the Reproach and Diſgrace of Rea- 
ſonable Nature, that I muſt take off my 
Hand from a Task ſo as png A flight 

own, excites in 
me ſtrong and ardent Deſires, that there 
might be no Originals,. from whence ſuch 


Draughts might be taken; or in the Words 
that Moſes uſes in regard to the Children of 


Iſrael : 
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Iſrael : Oh that they were wiſe, that they under- 


+ | food 1515, (or as it may be tranſlated) ben 


they would underſtand this ; that is, then 
they would perceiye and take in, what I, as 
the Miniſter of God, have faithfully deli- 
ver d to them, of the Way of Life and Death, 

and the Method that God is refolved to 
take in the Courſe of his Providence towards 
chem, according to their. Deportment and 
Behaviour ; then they would lay to heart, 
and confider their latter Ed]. 
By latter End, we may apprehend Moſes to 
intend the Ruin that ſhould inevitably befall 
the Nation of the Fews on the account of the 
Offences he had in the Context made men- 
tion of, if Repentance and Reformation did 
not happily prevent. And from this Inter- 
pretation we are naturally led to conſider 
che Conſequences which attend the different 
Courſes that Men ingage in. g 
The two Paths that Mankind take, are 
either of Virtue or Vice; and each is accom- 
E with its proper Effects, tho of a dif- 
erent Nature, the one of Happineſs, the 
other of Miſery, and under the different 
Views of Natural and Moral Influence. 


I. The practice of Piety and Virtue has 
a Natural Tendency to render Perſons and 
Societies perfect and happy, and a Courſe 


- 


of Irreligion and Vice the contrary. 


+ x. THe Courſe of Virtue or Vice naturally 
influences to the Happineſs or Miſery of 
Perſons in a Private Character. 1 
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A A,Regard to God, and what holds of Him, 
- a Concern to perform Juſtice in the Truth of 
the Words we uſe, and in the Fidelity of 
performing our Promiſes, and in the main- 
taining in our conſtant Conduct all the 
Rights that human Nature may lay claim 
to, whether natural or acquir'd, whether 
referring to the Mind, the Liberty of think- 
| ing for Ourſelves; or to the Body, the guard. 
ing againſt offering the leaſt Injury to 
any of its Members; or to the Reputation, 
the taking Care not to ſully the Character 
of others; or to the Eſtate, poſſeſs d by rightful 
Deſcent, or gain d by particular honeſt Ap- 
plication ; in not leſſening eicher by Vio- 
lence or Fraud : A Care in the Temper of 
the Mind and the Actions of the Life, to 
expreſs Goodneſs in all the various Inſtances 
of Humanity, Compaſſion, Advice and Suc- 
cout, are the Virtues that give to the Under- 
ſtanding Clearneſs and Compaſs of Thought, 
and co the reflecting Power, Peace and Se- 
renity ; which procure Favour with God and 
Men, and render the Reputation clear and 
_ utiftain'd, and ſerve every Intereſt that we 
can have in our View. The due Regula, 
tion of the Appetites and Paſſions that are 
planted in our Natures, without which the 
foremention'd Offices cannot be perform'd, 
by Temperance, Purity, Moderation, and 
Jamility, imparts 2 Correctneſs of Judg- 
ment, a true and a noble Liberty, a Vigour 
of Mind, and a Strength of Conſtitution, 
attended with a pleaſing Activity. © 
The Reverſe of all this is the natural Re- 
ſult of an Irreligious and Vicious Courſe of 
Life. Unreined Appetites, and ungovern'd 


Paſſſons, 


28ers gangs 


. 
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fer the Reformation of. Manners. . 
Paſſions, breaking forth into Luxury and 
Excels, Defilement- and Impurity, Pride and 
Inſolence, immoderate Affection to, and ir- 
regular [Purſuit after the Riches of this 
World; darken the Underſtand ing, and cloud 
the Judgment, by the Steams and Miſts that 
naturally ariſe and ſpring up from thence ; 
diſturb the Peace of the Mind, enſlave the 
Perſon, blacken thc Character, and at once 
weaken the Conſtitution of the Body, and 
impair the Reſolution of the Mind, and diſ- 
poſe to Acts of Injuſtice and Cruelty, which 
muſt ſet God and Men at Variance with us, 
and ſo on all Accounts render us unhappy. 


2. That a Courſe of Religion and Virtue, 
or of Irreligion and Vice, naturally tends to 
render Societies happy or miſerable, may ea- 
fily be made to appear. | 
Perſons that are adorn'd with all the Vir- 
tues I have before deſcrib'd, by their Princi- 
ples and their Temper, their Clearneſs of 
Thought and Solidity of Judgment, their 
Vigour of Mind and Firmneſs of Conſtitu- 
tion, are qualify'd either for the. deſignin 
or executing well the Offices of a Soci 
State. Their Love and Practice of Juſtice 
and Goodneſs in all the various Ways which 
both ought to be expreſs'd, not only prevent 
the infringing the Publick Peace and Tran- 
quillity, but alſo render them agreeable and 
uſeful Members of the Communities to which 
they relate, and real Bleſſings to them. The 
Self- Government that ſuch are Maſters of, 
ſecures the Society from turbulent Commo- 


tions and reſtleſs Tumults, that are erer un- 


happy, 
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bappy, and ſometimes fatal to a State; and 


renders the Management of Affairs, by thoſe- 


e 
ightful. Oh what pleating I ranſport 
the Mind feel by ſuppoſing in Idea . 
fection of Religion and Virtue in a Society! 
On the contrary, how diſagreeable is the 
Scene that the Conſideration of the unhappy 
Influence that Irreligion and Vice has upon 
a Community, opens to the Mind! oY 


Thoſe that are to govern, if hereby they 


loſe not the Diſcernment of the true End of 
Governing, viz. the Happineſs of the Sub- 
jects, will want however the Inelination 
with Conſtancy and Steadineſs to act con- 
formably to it. The Reſolves of Council 
in the weighty Affairs of State, if jarring 
Diſcord does not riſe up and diſturb them 
(of which there is thro Vice too great 2 
Hazard) are for the ſame Reaſon form'd ra- 
ther from Luſts of Intereſt and Ambition, 
than a Regard to the Publick Good ; and 
the Execution, which is the Life of them, 
on the fame Account, is ſlow and irre- 
gular: For which Reaſon, as well as on 
the account of the, headſtrong and unrul 
Paſſions Vice gives the Populace, Obedi- 
ence to the Laws is render'd difficult, and 
all the Cements of Communities become 
weak and diſſolyd. In a Word, the whole 
Body Politick in all its Parts begins to ſicken, 
rey to Foreign Power. | 
: Theſe are the Effects that Virtue and Vice 


are naturally attended with to Perſons and Soci- 


 eties, Beſides which, 
ES”, II. There 


A Sermon Preh before the Societies 


| pay feeble, and at laſt is expos'd an eaſie 


n n Reer 


fir the Reformation of Manners. ' 


"> 11. There is a Moral Influence. By which 


Expreſſion I wou d be underſtood: to mean, 
the Difference the Divine Being makes, when 
He ſees it fit, between the Virtuous and the 


Vicious, whether Perſons or Societies, by 


the Interpoſition of his Providence. 


By the ſame Way that we arrive to the 
Knowledge of a Being that is the Firſt Cauſe 
of all other Beings, and conſequently the . 
Sovereign ; of Wiſdom, Power,and Goodneſs 
unlimited, every where preſent” and uncir- 
cumſcrib'd : By the ſame Way, I ſay, we 
gain a conſiderable Proof that he does in- 
tereſt himſelf in, and is concern'd about the 


Direction and Management of Men and 


their Affairs. And this is render'd more 
clear and certain by the Doctrine of Re- 
veal'd Religion. 1 1 

That a Religious and a Virtuous Courſe 
of Life, which is ſo agreeable to the Nature 
of God, who is pure and holy, righteous 
and good, muſt procure his Favour and 
Friendſhip; and on the contrary, that a 
Courſe of Irreligion and Vice, which is ſo 
n to the Excellency and Moral 
Perfections of his Nature, his Diſpleaſure 
and Reſentment; is too evident to need 2 
labour d Proof. It is true indeed, he does 
not think it proper and agreeable to Wiſ⸗ 
dom, in a State of Trial, to give in all 
particular Caſes Marks of a ſenſible Diſtin- 
ction, having done ſo much by the Con- 
ſequences of Actions to ſecure Virtue and 
deter from Vice. And yet I am * 

p | | nat 


1 5 


that People? And when War ſprung up, 


ſurprizingly unlike their former ſelves did 


Triumpgh of their inſultingFoes ? This is live- 
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A Sermon -Preach'd before the Societies 


* > a 1 
* 
— { *% 3 
5 * x + L 


that the Inſtances of this Kind are more iſ &: 
numerous than come within the Compaſs of I & 
our Knowledge, or than the Charity the Þ « 
Chriſtian Religion recommends, will allow 
us to determine; the Perſons themſelves I « 
being the beſt, if not only capable of I « 
judging. 4295.04 177090, 12208 MS 

The Caſe of Societies, in my Opinion, 4 
is ſomewhat different. For Communities, iſ «- 
as ſuch, not being capable of Rewards of | « 
Puniſhments in another World, muſt by the | « 


Divine Governor, according to the Preva- 
lence of the Virtues or Vices of a Social 
State, be dealt with and treated in this, 
The Hiſtory of the Fewiſh Nation, tranſ- 
mitted to us in the Sacred Writings, is 4 
full Evidence of this Truth. How flouriſh+ 
ing and proſperous in a ſtate of Peace was 


2 8 
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22 


and Enemies invaded them, how wonder 
fully were they directed, ſpirited and ſuc- 
ceeded, while they were ſincere in their 
Regards to the true and the living God, and 
faithfully obſerv'd the Laws he had favour'd 
them with? How ſtrangely did the Face of 
Affairs vary when they revolted from their 
God,and acted contrary to his Statutes? How 


they appear, being in an amazing Manner in- 
timidated, and becoming thereby the eaſie 


lily deſcrib'd by Moſes in the Verſes that follow 
our Text, 30, 31. which plainly evince, that 
he had a Reference in the Words we- are 
explaining to a Moral Influence. How elſe 
ſhou'd One chace a Thouſand, and Two put Ten 

22 T houſand 
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«© Men e ig Arete Fg he? 
Pa ro A 1909 e neh e be er 
avs 4 75 q Alept⸗ their Rol 554.15 
bnſtgertian was ſugient 
ka ma 2 underſtand that this hit - 
poffible, if they had not for ak 
a beit od, Who thereupon ee Parte „ 
probe Will of their Etjemie _— 
© their Nek is meant Gon, and his eng N 
* them, is his quitting bis. Intereſt in them, 
ad gf gane chem vp to thoſe chat hated 
them. And the Lord bad ſhut them 4b, FO 
«hat they. cou'd not 1 50 the Hands of 
© their” Efiemies! For they Roth 4 mot a cher . 
Rock, o, Enemies themſelvet being Fu 150 2 
To the Hiſtory of the Jews might 
added, for a, farther Proof of the preſent 
Argument, "he © Asche nts that oder Hifto. 
gie 8 15 Well of Os Map ie Decay. 
— Nat as the remarkable Riſe 41 
Growth of Ki Ingdoms 2nd. States. An 1 
had ſome "Phooghts of: iving' you a'Sketch: 
hereof, but th he Argam rgament is both too! noble 
4 +09 arge te de brouptit-within fuck: — 
— Limits: And the Story of the 
Fewiſh Nation is ſufficient to remove from 
2 confiderate Perſon, any Doubt that he 
might have of the Moral Infſuence that 650 
Religious and Virtuous Courſe of Life 
upon the Happineſs of a Society, and the 
contrary on the Diſtreſs and Deſolation of * 
. Tbe Time when, and the Mannet ho 3 
nd the-Circurſtances attending the E. 5 
C 8 cile 
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4 Sermon Preach d before the Seine 


e of it muſt be left tothe wiſe e 
mination of that *. 5 who is not pleaſed 
with the Diſtreſſes of any Communities of 
Nen, for their own ſake ; but is greatly de- 
ed with their true Proſperity and Wel- 
fare, and joins in with the Wiſh of Moſes, in 
2 Way becoming the abſolute Perfe&ion of 
bis Nature. O that Men were wiſe! then 
they wou'd underſtand, then they wou d 
onſider their latter End; that is, the Con» 
uences of their Actions under the diffe- 
rent Views of. Natural and Moral Influence. "Fn 


* * 2 thus explain the Words I pro 
en 


1 II. To make ſuch an MES ee: chem 
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1. We may Og from 08, 10 how 
Big, the kind Methods that God rakes in the 
Government he exerciſes over Men in their 
Fallen State. 
He not only ſets the Rule he would hank | 
them, regulate. their Conduct by in a clear 
ight, and gives them the View of Future 
Rewards and Puniſnmenes to influence them; 
but. orders Affairs ſo, as a Train of good 
: and evil Effects ſhould ſpring up from the 
different Courſes of Virtue or Vice they = 
ſhall engage in; and thoſe Effects ſhall not 
only afte& themſelves, but the Societies to 
which they belong. 
The Rewards and puniſhments of another ö 
World are at a diſtance and out of fight, | 
| | 4 an : 
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for the Reformation' of Manners, \. 
and ſo in proportion the Strength of their 
Influence' i abated It is difficult for many: 
who are ſunk into Senſe, to raiſe their Minds 
el- to any attentive Regard to them; whereas 
in che Things of Senſe lie near, and the Ad- 
of I dreſs they make is ſtrong and inſinuating, 
en and the frequent Return makes the Im- 
ud preſſion deep. God in his infinite Goodneſs: 
n- has contrived Matters ſo skilfully, that Men 
fe- hall not ſtay till they come into the other 
state to know the different Effects of Virtue 
and Vice; they ſhatl even feel in this what 
'0- MW may awaken them to attend to the next. 
And I muſt confeſs I am a little apprehen- 
ſwe, that were it not for the natural Fruits 
m of Mens Actions in this Life, the unſeen 
nt Rewards and Puniſhments of another would 
- FF influence but a very few. We ſee Crouds of 
Men, who are call'd Reaſonable, by the 
en Strength and Unrulineſs of their Paſſions, 
he breaking through all che Enforcements our 
eir kind Governor has made uſe of to recom- 
mend Virtue by. And what would they do, 
ve if theſe preſent Reſtraints were remov'd? 
ar I don't ſay but Future Rewards and Puniſh- 
te ments, duly confider'd and attentively view'd, 
v; carry a mighty Force along with them; 
od but ſuch is the unhappy State of Human 
he Nature deprav'd and corrupt, that Men 
2 ſtand in need of ſomething preſent, and at 
ot F hand, to bring them to attend. And what 
to can more effectually do this, than to make 
Vice produce Pain of Mind, Diſorder of 
et Body, Stain of Character, and Embarraſ- 
t, ment of Circumſtances? Hereby the Mind 
ad is alarm'd and excited to reflect, and I am 
. C 2 inclin d 
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20 A Sermon Peau before vhs Sotictie. 
inclin'd to think there is no Perſon but ha; du 
this Way been l improv d to Wiſdom of Cons E. 
duct in ſome reſpect or other. It is tru te 
indeed, he is happy who foreſees Evil in the tu 

Cauſe, and prevents it, and is wile: at no 
great Expence of his own. But I fear therg MY 1 
— very fer in Compariſon of this Cha- P. 

1 * © Sia 11 111 D. 15 2821 Fat 815 
And as making Evil to ariſe naturally 

from a vicious Courſe, is an Inſtance of the 

wiſe. and kind Government that God exer- 

ciſes over Men, ſo the happy Fruits that 
proceed from a virtuous Courſe, equally 
evince his Wiſdom and Goodneſs to us, 
Hereby the Mind is led te ſee, it is worth 

while, with the greateſt Firmneſs of Reſo- 

lution to ſtem the Tide that runs againſt 
Religion and Virtue, how impetuous ſoe - 

ver it may be. Hereby we are animated to 

preſs on, till we gain that Degree of Reli- 

gion and Virtue, that makes both pleaſant 

and delightful to us, and then we become 

as happy to ourſelves, and as beneficial to 

ee as this our preſent State will admit 
Fi t £1434 2913.5 715 366.5. 3 $93 TJ 3 33% 3 F 

2. From what has been offer d we may 

take notice, that the Religious and the Vir- 

tuous alone are the truly wiſe Perſons. Sor 

lumon when he deſcribes the wiſe Man, tells 

Eccleſ. 2. 18; his Eyes are in bis Head, 1bereas the Fool 
14. walketh in Darkneſs ; and if thou he wiſe ibn 
* . ſhale: be wiſe fer by ſelf... And- in che 19h 
'1 Chapter, u. 20. he gives Advice, | Hear Cour i 

ſel, and recetus In ſtruci ion that thou mayſt be (wile 

in thy latter End. If it be a Mark of Wiſdom 
to regard our true Happipgſartoiragnels a 
Sion | He ue 
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fer ile Reformation of Manners, an 
que Care in the purſuit of it, and to have the 

End and the Concluſion of the Whole at- 

tended to, then the Religious and the Vir- 


tuous alone may lay claim to it. 
There is no Perſon who has not laid aſide 
Thought but will readily own, that to have 
Peace with God, who as our Maker has an 
eaſie Acceſs to our Minds, andcan give them 
Self-Enjoyment, or Diſquietude, as he ſees. 
moſt proper to the Exerciſe of his Govern- 
ment; to have Calmneſs and Tranquillity in 
our: own Conſciences, and the pleaſing Satiſ- 
faction of an Agreement and Harmony be- 
tween our Reaſon, and the Principles it re- 
ceives, .and the Courſe and Conduct of our 
Actions, which conſtitutes the trueſt Liberty; 
to have a Contexture of Body tolerably fitted 
for Action in a Social State, and a Repu- 
tation (at leaſt amongſt the Perſons whoſe 
Character is the moſt to be eſteem'd) clear 
and unſtain d, to render our Activity in it the 
more ſerviceable and beneficial; to have. 
by the Exerciſe of quſtice and Goodneſs, the 
Delight that ſprings up from a Conſciouſ- 
nels of doing what is becoming us, and the 
Lobe, and Affection, and Friendſhip of thoſe 
that we converſe with; are the greateſt and 
moſt eſſential Ingredients, that enter into 
true Happineſs. oboe 


F * - 


Nou ſince it is the Character of a Perſon. 
truely. wiſe to know and purſue his real 
Happineſs, and theſe Ingredients of it which 
we have before repreſented, ariſe in the 
Courſe of Things from Religion and Virtue; 
then it undeniably follows, that the Reli- 
giqus and the Virtuous are the Perſons _ 
£5 $38 Bn. . W 0 
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who are endued with true Wiſdom, and in 
2 Degree that bears a Proportion to thelr 
Attainments therein. 


A Sermon Preact/d bifore the Socitties 


In a Meafure (J ſay) chat is, proporti“ 
onate to the Attainments of Religion and 


Virtue. For it is no wonder that when the 


Practice of Them is weak and uneven, 
has many Breaks and Interruptions in it, 
when tis as it were in its Infant-State; 
and not arriv 


d to Maturity; the Fruits that 


naturally ſpring up from thence, ſhould un- 


happily ſhare therein. This is only a fuller 
Proof that ey are natural Conſequences, 
ſince the Cauſes and the Effects bear ſo ex- 
act a Correſpondence ' one with the other, 
And if the Religious and rhe Virtuons have 
not the Reputation of Wiſdom ſo much as 
they really deſerve, it may be trac'd up to 
this in part as the Cauſe of it. It is true 
indeed, that it is partly owing to their 


ſtanding too near to the Men of Vice, and 


the uneaſie Reproaches that their Conduct 
gives to em; but it alſo ſprings in a great 
meaſure from the Weakneſs: and Imperfe- 


Kion of the Religion and Virtue they have 


attain'd to. And this is the Reaſon why their 
Senſe of being well with God is ſo uncer- 
rain, the Peace of their own Minds ſo in- 
conſtant, and their Character, tho' like 2 
1 Diamond of a true Luftre, is hot 

clear and unblemiſh'd. If therefore we 
would be as wiſe and as happy as an im- 


perfect State will allow, we muſt take 


care to make all the Advances we can in 
the Path of Religion and Virtue. 


3. From 
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3. hw ieee bean \ ſaid we may re- 
wok the Arrange Fol, and Hezard of a fin- 
BiCourſe of Life,.: 1; - mY | 


The Sinner is one who bg not — in 
his Head, or which is the ſame thing, makes 


no proper Uſe of them. He 
— ghtleſs Manner, on what, in every re- 
2 tends to his Ruin and Deſtruction. 
co 


urts the Pleaſures that will be fatal 


to him in the End; and rather than have 


the trouble of taking into his View the 


diſtant and future Exils threatned by him 


who is Truth it ſelf, to the Courſe of 


Life he has unhappily engag d in, in or- 
der to eſcape them; he has recourſe to 
all imaginable Methods to make à Diver- 
fon. If at any time (for the Nature of 
Things is obſtinate and inflexible) the evil 
Conſequences of his Actions force him 
to attend without conſidering that the De- 
ſgn of God herein, is to bring him to his 
right Senſes, he, in a wild and diſtract- 


ed Way takes Sanctuary in the moſt ſtu- 
piſying. Opiates of Criminal Pleaſure: 


And thus for a Time charms down and lays 


the uneaſie Reflexion of a gutlcy _— ow 


©" SS» 7 


19 — Pers with God, 3 in thts 
Mind, ** a pleaſing Expectation of future 
Happineſs: A Reaſonable Nature, one wou'd: 
imagine, ſhou'd never let go theſe real Ad- 
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vantages, unleſs with a Defign to gin! ſuch 
as are fat. greater. Is at then; Sinne?; | thay 
thou may'it in an unreſtrained Mangef gie 
in to the Gratification of Senſual 'Pteaſure ? 
And will this anſwer apon 4 Review Ne 
not the Pleafures of Senſe gredter oſten in 
the Expectation, than in the Enjoymenet 
Are they not confin'd! and narrew in t 
Fruition, ſhort- lid d and of little Continu- 
ance in the Duration, and frequently ato 
tended with Uneaſineſs in the Reflection?” 
Beſides, I wou'd appeal to thy Conſcience) 
Are the: Pleafures of Sin ſuch as'deſervethe 
Name of Pleaſure ? Doſt chou not find 
when thou art in the Humour to think 
(which, God knows, is very ſeldom) thut 
the Train of painful Paſſions that Acco. 
pany the Purſuit of chem; and the Diſap. 
ann CE the Mind feels in the Poſſeſſion, 
rom the 00 glaring Colours Which deleding 
Fancy made ufe of to repreſent them in, tire 
vet great Abatements of the Pleaſure? dn 
that the Thought that they are Ciihrinal? 
and contrary to Reaſon and Religon, 1d 
killing? And wilt thou from ſuch à View. 
forfeit thy true Happineſs? But nog 


. en we wet ng RAD 2325. 


thou haft in thy Aim the amiafling great 
and immenfe Treaſures upon Earth, and che 
arriving to the Grandeur and Pageantry of 
Life. Not to mention that” a Courſe of 
Vice is generally an ufikely Method to 
gain this Deſizn, will theſe Poſſeſſions give 


ther full Satisfaction? How long will they 

continue? Are they cùmmenſurate in their 

Duration to thy immortal Seul? When chou 

feeleſt the uneaſie Girds of 4 —_— 
Tr cious 
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ſeious of Guilt in the unjuſt and cruel 
Methods, that thou haſt taken to gain 
thy Riches; will it be in their Power to 
temove the Pain and Torture of the re- 
fleting Conſcience? Will they give thee 
Courage to take into thy fixed View, the 
Conſideration of God, as a Being juſt and 
holy, righteous and good? Can they have 
Force enough to make thee look into the 
other World, and take a Proſpect of the 
unſeen State, without Dread and Horror ? 
Or, what is leſs, can they even give thee 
Eaſe under the acute Pains that thy vi- 
cious Courſe of Life may have occaſion'd 
to thee? „ 
Since then upon the whole there is ſo 
very little gain'd by any Views the Sinner 
can form to himſelf in a Courſe of Vice ; 
ſince the Diſadvantages and Inconvenien- 
cies that ariſe from it, are ſo many and 
conſiderable, and ſo much outweigh the 
falſe Expectations he conceives from thence: 
how ſtupendous and amazing is the Fol- 
ly of ſuch as are fo obſtinately engag: 
therein, as not to be moved by any Con- 
ſideration that can be offer'd to take them 
off! And ſhould not this Repreſentation 


raiſe and excite in us, 


4. The ſame Deſire that is expreſſed b 
Moſes in our Text, Oh that they were will, 
then they would underſtand this, then they would 
onfider their latter End | 


IIf Authority has any Force, that of 
Moſes (ſuppoſe the * to be his) maſt 
N . . ave 


_ 


286 Sermon Preach before the Societies 
have a conſiderable Weight. He was fam'd 
by the antienteſt Sages. and moſt celebri: 
ted Hiſtorians, for Skill in Laws and'WiC. 
dom in Governing; and We apprehend 
him to be taught and inſtructed by God 
himſelf: But if we ſhould (as ſome do) 
conceive it to be the immediate Defire 
of God, then it becomes highly obliga- 
tory upon us to imitate him, in exciting 
in our Mind the ſame ardent Wiſh, O that 
Men were wiſe! © trans 

Zut fince ſuch Deſires, though they do 
expreſs Affection to ſuch as are in our 
Nature, do not anſwer the Intention 8 
their being rais'd in us, nor avail mu. 
to any valuable Purpoſe, if unattende 
with our utmoſt Endeavours; we are to 
take care to add to our ardent Wiſhes, 
our moſt vigorous Attempts according to 
our Ability and Intereſt, when we are Re- 
ligious and Virtuous ourſelves, to render 
others ſo too, by all the Methods that 


Prudence may direct us to take. And 
what can more ſtrongly influence us to 2 f 
Zeal this Way, than a cool and frequent | 
Reflection, that Religion and Virtue make 
Men and Societies perfect and happy, and 
Irreligion and Vice have a quite contrary Ill ' 
VVV 4 
Suppoſe that you ſaw fome in your b 
Nature juſt going to take a ſtrong and 
inſinuating Poyſon, that would in its Ope- 
ration in à latent manner, diffuſe a mortal I © 
Diſorder throughout the whole Frame, and ! 


= 5 occaſion wild and ſad Diſtraction; and ups 
EE on an Apprehenſion they wou'd not be - 
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weak as to do ſo great à Miſchief to 
themſelves, you expreſs d no Care to pre- 
vent them; ſuppoſe that as an immediate 
Conſequence, * hin > with a mad Fu- 
not only bid Defiance to Heaven, but 
teh all the pointed Inſtruments of Death, 
and there with ſtab themſelves in every part, 
and run up and down in a wild Frenzie, 
tearing up the Foundations of the Security 
and Happineſs of others: would not ſuch a 
Sight move your Compaſſion? Could you 
look on without reproaching your ſelves, 
that you did not do what was in your Power 
to reſtrain them from ſo miſchievous an At- 
tempt? Will not the Reflection upon that 
Neglect, occaſion you to expreſs a greater 


Diligence in the uſe of all the Means, that 


are proper to recover ſuch to their right 
Mind? Shall not a Regard at leaſt to 8 
own Happineſs, which is attack'd by ſuch, 
ſtrongly influence this Way ? 5 
Zut imagine farther, that thoſe who are 
thus diſtraRed, ſpread a Contagion, and in- 
{&, all around them, that hereby the Dan- 
er becomes general, and there are ſad Pre- 
ages of approaching Ruin; ſhould we think 
it enough to offer up only faint Wiſhes, Oh 
that_they were wiſe ? No ſurely. A Zeal the 
moſt warm and active, would in all Proba- 
bility enſue on this Occaſion. And when 
the Agreement between this Alluſion, and 
the unhappy Effects that ariſe from Irreligi- 
on and Vice to Perſons and Communities, 
is ſo great as to ſuperſede the Neceſſity o 
making a particular Application of it; ſhall 
at 2 | we 
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23 JA Sermon Priethd'bifore thi Soctities R 
we not feel a Zeal excited in our Minds in 
this Caſe, as warm and active 28 in the 
—!::. Ä ¼ vu 

. It is certain the Diſcouragements that lie 

in the Way are many and great, or at leaſt 
repreſented to be ſuch. Human Nature by 
Sin is ſadly degenerate and corrupt. The 
Temptations to Vice are various. The Num: 
bet of the Vicious is conſiderable, and they 
are in a Confederacy one with another, and 
wich the Powers of Darkneſs, who are po. 
cent, ſubtle-and vigilant Enemies to the 
Happineſs of Mankind. The Oppoſition 
then that you muſt expect to meet with in 
this Affair will be great and conſtant. And 
the fear of the Hazard that any may run in 
this Attempt will not fail of reprefenting it 
in the moſt diſcouraging and frigheful- Views 
that it can poſſibly be ſet in. 1 RY 
To abate then the Force of ſuch Repre- 
ſentations, conſider that tho' human Nature 
is depraved, God however does preſerve and 
maintain in it ſuch Principles as aſſiſt to- 
Wards its Recovery; and notwichſtanding 
the Temptations to Vice are many, yet the 
Conſequences that attend the Practice are 
ſo evil, and the Inſtances. of. them are fo 
numerous, and lie ſo open to view that the 
Attempt of Reforming muſt meet with 
ſomething in Experience io promote the 
Succeſs of it. And whereas Sinners are ſup- 
pos d to be in 2 Confederacy, ſuch is the 
Contrariety that there is between one Vice 
and another, that we have no reaſon to 
entęrtain formidable Apprehenſions 5 a 
es | M- 
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ars conquer d Foes; 
and are under the Check and Reftraine of 
our kind Govez | 
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Happineſs of Mankind, eſpecially ſince this 
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Thing carinoe bo firm and rang, It i ne, 
che Powers of Darkneſs might make . up 


Ernour. Fs herbal 
Having weaken'd the Strength of the 
Diſcouragements, that might damp your =u 
ſolution to uſe all the Power and Intereſt 
you have in the World, to ſuppreſs Vice and 
promote Virtue ; I ſhall now ſer before you 


- with Pleaſure the mighty Encouragements 


you have to purſue with Vigour and Con- 
ftancy this Deſign, which is ſo beneficial to 
Mankind in every Capacity, © | 

The Perſonal Virtues of our Rightful So- 
vereign King GEORGE; which arec00 
great and bright for my weak Colours to ſet 
in a proper and a juſt view, as well as the 
—— Skill of Governing, which En- 
vy ir ſelf is forc d to allow to his Majeſty, 

ve you the fulleſt Aſſurance that He will 


your a Deſign that is calculated for the 
is the Aim, to which all the Acts of the 


Auſpicious Government He has exerciſed 


over us, have been conſtantly levell'd. 

You may entertain in your Minds a ſet- 
tled Perſuaſion, that the prime Miniſters of 
State, and the Patriots of your Country, are 


embark d in this Cauſe. : The Character of 
. good Stateſman is to know clearly, what 
makes the Body Politique ſtrong and flou- 


riſhing, and what ſecures it from any evil 
Impreflion, that foreign Power may be — 


ſuch Meaſures. And the Term Patriot car- 
ries in it a ſteady, conſtant and unſhaken; 
Love and Affection that a Perſon bears to 
his Native Country. Now the Influence 


Virtue and Vice have upon the Happineſs and 


Miſery of the Publique is too eaſily diſcern'd, 
to eſcape the Notice of ſuch, as, by holding 
the firſt Rank in Life, are inur'd to debate 
upon Matters of the laſt Conſequence. To 
ſuppoſe then that they have a clear View of 


this, and yet are in the Intereſt of Vice, is 


to imagine, that they lay claim (without 


any juſt Reaſon) to the bright Character 


of good Stateſmen and honeſt Patriots, which 
is too great a Reflection upon them to 
be entertain'd and admitted. You muſt 


chereſore conceive that They are paſs d orer 


into your Quarters. ir: #14 
The Clergy, unleſs you can apprehend 
that they have forgot even the Deſign of 
their Office, which is by their Inſtructions, 
and i to reclaim Sinners, and con- 
firm the VI 


tors of the Cauſe you are engag d in. In a 
word, all Men that are wiſe and conſiderate 


will be Patrons of it. 


But what remains bebind carries in it the 


ſtrongeſt Encouragement. God, who has in 
himſelf every Perfection in kind and degree, 


who is Pure and Holy, falls in with this 


Deſign,” and promotes it by the Courſe of 
his Government, and the Excellency of his 
LEY Laws 3 


pable of giving ir, and to purſue fteadily- 
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irtuous in the Path of Religion 
which leads to Happineſs, muſt be regarded 
as taking your Side, and as ſtrenuous Abet- 
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reſolute Servants with ſuch a Recompence, 
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for the Reformut ibm of Mayer, | _ 
Laws; and ſhall not this animate us? Wen | 
hereby ve have the Honour of being His 
Miniſters, and ſubſetvient to His good Pro-. 4 
And let not any unjuſt Contempt, the Sf 
1 


diſpiric you in the purſuit of a Deſign ſo tru- 
ly'g60d in it ſelf, and ſo really beneficial to 
others. . l S a nn 
The Wo np, by whom the Father made 4 
all Things, and by whom he directs and | = 
| 


governs them, in the Fulneſs of Time cook 
upon him our Nature, and condeſcended to | 
converſe on Earth in order to reclaim and "+ $M 
recover us to true Religion and Virtue : 
When we therefore carry on this Deſign, we 
have in our View the ſame Intention that 4 
he had when he appear'd here belo. 8 
And if the Intereſt of Religion and Vir- 531 
tue expoſes us to any Danger, let us con- | 4 
ſider that our Lord was a Martyr in the 
Cauſe, and is now advanced to all Dignity 
and Power, and will reward his conſtant and 


as will infinitely over-ballance the Difficul- 
ties that did attend their promoting his In- 
— . 

If to do good then to thoſe (to bring 
this Diſcourſe to a concluſion) who are in 
our own Nature in all the poflible Ways of 
their becoming happy in this, and in the 
other Life, carries any Force in it; if the 
Conſideration of the Agreeableneſs of the 
Cauſe I am recommending to you, to the ” 
Deſign of God, and Chriſt, and Angels, _ | 1 
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